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On Tuesday 5th September 2023, First Minister Humza Yousaf
announced his first Programme for Government for 2023-24, which
he described as anti-poverty and pro-growth. 

One of the key announcements for business was to implement the
recommendations of the New Deal for Business Group, which the
Chamber network has been heavily involved in.

This includes steps to identifying and remove regulations that are
no longer required, establishing a new Small Business Unit and
considering improvements to the Non-Domestic Rates system. 

Some of the other announcements around business, the economy,
and related areas have been included in this summary document:

Supporting businesses and the economy: Page 3

Transport, housing and infrastructure: Page 4

On net zero and environmental policy: Page 5
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The Scottish Government has committed to drive forward a
programme of targeted export support and promotion, including
supporting the Scottish Chambers of Commerce International
Trade Programme, implement our Sector Export Plans for life
sciences, technology and renewables for developing and delivering
a sector export plan for hydrogen, and improve the trade deals and
arrangements within which Scottish importers and exporters
operate.



Working with partners to transform the way the Government and their
agencies provide support to small businesses and to help businesses raise
productivity and reduce costs
Considering improvements to the Non-Domestic Rates system - work is
ongoing with the New Deal group on this
A dedicated Investment Unit will be established within the Scottish
Government to act on the forthcoming recommendations of the First Minister's
Investor Panel and to provide a clear route for investor engagement
A commitment was made to work with the UK Government on promoting
growth, including a discussion of some of the recent recommendations from
the Hunter Foundation around using tax incentives and wider economic policy
to support investment in key areas such as renewables
Recognising the role of childcare in helping parents return to work, benefiting
families as well as the wider economy, the Programme promised to extend and
simplify childcare provision, with expanded access to funded childcare for
13,000 more children and families by the end of this Parliament

S U P P O R T I N G  B U S I N E S S  A N D
T H E  E C O N O M Y

W O R K I N G  W I T H
B U S I N E S S  T O

I D E N T I F Y  A N D
R E M O V E

R E G U L A T I O N S  T H A T
A R E  N O  L O N G E R

R E Q U I R E D

E N S U R I N G  T H A T
B U S I N E S S E S  A R E

E N G A G E D  F R O M  T H E
E A R L I E S T  S T A G E  O F

P O L I C Y  D E V E L O P M E N T

E S T A B L I S H I N G  A  N E W
S M A L L  B U S I N E S S
U N I T  T O  E N S U R E

T H A T  T H E  I N T E R E S T S
O F  S M A L L

B U S I N E S S E S  A R E
A L W A Y S  C O N S I D E R E D

A promise to implement the recommendations of the New Deal for
Business Group, of which the Scottish Chambers of Commerce are a
member. This will include:

A  N E W  £ 1 5  M I L L I O N  P A C K A G E  O F  M E A S U R E S  W A S  P R O M I S E D  T O
S U P P O R T  E N T R E P R E N E U R S H I P  A N D  I N N O V A T I O N ,  I N C L U D I N G

C O N T I N U E D  W O R K  T O  I M P L E M E N T  T H E  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  O F  T H E
L O G A N  R E V I E W ,  T H E  I N N O V A T I O N  S T R A T E G Y ,  A N D  A N N A  S T E W A R T ' S

R E P O R T  O N  S U P P O R T I N G  W O M E N  I N T O  E N T E R P R I S E

Working with partners to transform the way the Government and their
agencies provide support to small businesses and to help businesses raise
productivity and reduce costs
Considering improvements to the Non-Domestic Rates system - work is
ongoing with the New Deal group on this
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O N  T R A N S P O R T ,  H O U S I N G
A N D  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Publish a refreshed Rail Services
Decarbonisation Action Plan, as well as
electrifying the Glasgow to Barrhead Line,
opening East Linton station and re-opening
the line to Levenmouth, including new
stations at Cameron Bridge and Leven.
Supporting the operation of Low Emission
Zones across our four largest cities by June
2024 to improve air quality and protect health,
and continue supporting the growth of zero-
emission vehicles on our roads and increasing
charger numbers to 6,000 by 2026.

A  H O U S I N G  B I L L  W I L L
L O O K  T O  I N T R O D U C E

L O N G  T E R M  R E N T
C O N T R O L S ,  N E W

T E N A N T S '  R I G H T S ,
A N D  W I L L  C R E A T E

N E W  D U T I E S  A R O U N D
T H E  P R E V E N T I O N  O F

H O M E L E S S N E S S

C O M M I T T E D  T O
I N V E S T I N G  £ 7 5 2  M I L L I O N
T H I S  Y E A R  T H R O U G H  T H E

A F F O R D A B L E  H O U S I N G
S U P P L Y  P R O G R A M M E ,  T O
H E L P  M E E T  T H E  L O N G E R -
T E R M  T A R G E T  O F  1 1 0 , 0 0 0

A F F O R D A B L E  H O M E S  B Y
2 0 3 2

C O N T I N U E D
I N V E S T M E N T  O F  O V E R

£ 6 0 0  M I L L I O N  I N
B R O A D B A N D

N E T W O R K S  W A S
P R O M I S E D ,  A S  W E L L

A S  T H E  L A U N C H  O F  A
S E V E N T H  5 G

I N N O V A T I O N  H U B
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October will bring the start of a pilot scheme
to remove peak fares from ScotRail services
Promised to continue planning reform,
including digital transformation of the system
Various commitments were made around
improving roads including progressing the
dualling of the A9, as well as investing in ferry
services
Implementing the Active Travel
Transformation Project: a commitment to
£320 million in active travel investment in
future budgets and continue the roll out of 20
miles per hour speed limits in built up areas,
supporting physical and mental wellbeing as
well as safety and emissions reduction.



Committed to publishing a Solar Vision for Scotland, as well as
continuing to implement the Hydrogen Action Plan
Agreed to work with businesses to develop plans for the
delivery of the Deposit Return Scheme from 2025, subject to UK
Government legislation
Set out how we will continue to drive down emissions in a draft
Climate Change Plan, with bold action across transport, heat,
our natural environment, and other areas, demonstrating how
ambition will be realised while maximising opportunities for the
economy, job creation, and health.
Grow national network of regional Community Climate Action
Hubs, supporting local communities to develop place-based
approaches to reduce emissions and become more climate
resilient.
Host, with the First Minister, a meeting with key stakeholders to
discuss ways forward to meet our climate ambitions ahead of
COP28.
Publish the final Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan and
deliver Just Transition Plans for Built Environment and
Construction, Land Use and Agriculture, and Transport, as well
as a site Just Transition Plan for Grangemouth.
Continue to deliver £50 million of investment in the North East
and Moray through the Just Transition Fund to accelerate the
region’s Just Transition to net zero – with £25 million allocated
to the Scottish National Investment Bank for 2023-24, to be
invested on a commercial basis and in line with the Bank’s
Investment Strategy.

O N  N E T  Z E R O  A N D
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  P O L I C Y
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A L M O S T  £ 5  B I L L I O N
O F  I N V E S T M E N T  W I L L

G O  I N T O  T H E  N E T
Z E R O  E N E R G Y
E C O N O M Y  I N

S C O T L A N D  O V E R
T H I S

P A R L I A M E N T A R Y
T E R M

A  G R E E N  I N D U S T R I A L
S T R A T E G Y  W I L L  B E

D E V E L O P E D ,  S E T T I N G  O U T
H O W  T H E  S C O T T I S H

G O V E R N M E N T  I N T E N D S
T O  H E L P  B U S I N E S S E S  A N D

I N V E S T O R S  R E A L I S E  T H E
E C O N O M I C

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  O F  T H E
T R A N S I T I O N  T O  N E T  Z E R O

G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L
E S T A B L I S H  A  S E C T O R

D E A L  W I T H  T H E
O N S H O R E  W I N D

I N D U S T R Y  T O  H A L F  T H E
C O N S E N T I N G  T I M E  F O R

N E W  W I N D  F A R M S ,
W H I L S T  A L S O

S T R E A M L I N I N G
O F F S H O R E  W I N D

P R O C E S S E S

Full  Programme for Government 2023 to 2024:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/programme-government-2023-24/

https://www.gov.scot/publications/programme-government-2023-24/

